Centenary of the Office
of the Comptroller and
Auditor General

Dr Marie Léoutre, Royal Irish Academy
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Some of the themes

* the origins of audit and establishment of the office
* relationship with the public accounts committee

* case study on the army accounts

* challenges met by the office

* role in specific events such as the DIRT inquiry

* expansion in the 1990s

* women in the office

* historical vignettes



AIII ~|' P 3

WL, DANAY. 5
b

Example of vignette

Sldlqg-‘for C.va lvy Guesd. ~

»"»"-.

Avdisf] ter

Gu-f§l nevaiy

oCm—

Geiniraly

''''''

____________

- - - T T T T It T Y

K.“k'

-r‘a



LLANDUDNO, N, WALES 1932




J
ey trecanae Lol PamesLan w70 R,
lhh-‘w
[~ e
e o Xy BT
Bgon, o
s vt rar pr— L e 's
e ] opdis Rt
(Mo of Prononst s - e e “Bend b rtarwed o Subsders
B il wd Wens, made b oy M ey,
e bl Bl 3 o’ -*u
y - e [ of " Ot
et * b oeater e _.P
e e Ptk bt b -y
oty b5 ek ey bx

hﬁyuﬁ..nﬂdhh“»&.'ﬂ.“lﬂ.'.ﬂ 1,

Bution W et of my hvenlodge ad
.
%—qm.

§ bedeve the lormguing 1o be & toae Motem

Lergely* Samfloe i1



Craig, Gardner & Co.,,
40-41 Dame Street




I\/Iichael Collins c. 1921

MARCH, 1919.
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Accountant general of first dail, 1919

* O’'Donoghue later recalled

* ‘George McGrath, who had practical experience of accounting and auditing work, was
the principal officer in the Finance Department. He visited the various branches and
helped them to set up proper accounting systems. He also carried out internal audits
to ensure that the monies were being properly expended, and kept a set of books of
account covering the receipts and outgoings of all branches. The difficulty of keeping

proper accounts in the circumstances prevailing can easily be imagined’.
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January 1923

* Thomas Johnson stated

* ‘the Auditor-General's position is one of peculiar
power over and independence of every other
Department of the State, and ... he is, as a matter of
fact, an effective check upon unlawful expenditure’ -
‘he is definitely and directly a servant of the Dail’.
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PUBLIO SERVICES, 1928.24) 'Report. | xvil.

VOTE 6 \RMY.

NI l " { |.3

16. An oflicer of the Army Air Corps whose retirement had
beon accepted as from 2nd Februaes I."'.’i'. wns cortificd on 4th
Mareh, 1920 "_'- the officer commanding 1o have Ili“lll“l‘ll as n
pilot on 5th December, 1925 and he was paid arrears of flving pay

as from that date.  The gratuity paid to him also included two
vears Hving pay at Ss. per day The number of ofhicers who

received additional pay as clluli‘} ( |;i| = 1n respect of the p'riml
December, 1928 to February, 1920, appeared to be in excess of
that provided for mn existing regulations,

[ Swbhead A2 {srafuities \

17. The expenditure under this Subhead amounted to £228 403
15, 2d., being £216.403 15+, 2d. in excess of the amount pro-
vided in the estimates.  The excess expenditure was met from
savings on other subheads of the vote. In view of the comments
of the Public Accounts Committee in their reports on the accounts

for the vears 192627 and 1927 258, | have considered it necessary

an call attention to the extensive u=e of virement in this subhead,

\,:',l',..,'.l ,"' ,.411'1 u" ll{ﬁ.:/~ 7] ,”::/u :’f .\4. e ."o

N, Certain medical officers were paid special pay at the rate
of 5. per dav while performing speci il duties Pavment of this
dlowance 1o these officers was not authorized by existing regu-
lations, and the sanction of th I'v'mlmo-m of Finance was not
obtained.

McGrath’s report on

Appropriation Accounts,
1928-29

‘I have considered it
necessary to call attention to
the extensive use of
virements in this subhead’



Stabilisation under McGrath:
repayment of loans




George McGrath’s
retirement, 1944
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* Fionan Lynch (Fine Gael):

* ‘He was admittedly an able and very painstaking official ... He
took over the supervision of the expenditure of the various
Departments of State at the time when the State was formed,
at a time when we were all a great deal younger and perhaps
very raw in matters of public finance. His guidance was of
extreme help to members of the Dail who had to serve on the
Public Accounts Committee, and the State is the loser by his

retirement now under the age limit’.
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* ‘he served this State and particularly this House, with
ability and outstanding energy. He was courteous in all his
relations with members of the House, and in all his
financial and Parliamentary transactions he revealed a

very high standard of public rectitude. The House has lost

a very efficient servant, has lost one who served it
faithfully in its infancy and in its adolescent years'. “ u B T n “
The I.ahour (:andldate
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Dail debates - McGrath’s retirement, 1944

* William Davin, former chairman of the PAC:

* ‘I remember the courageous and dignified way in which Mr.
George McGrath saw fit to challenge the viewpoint of the
Ministry on a very important matter of public policy ... He
persuaded the majority of the Public Accounts Committee to
take his view. | mention that because | admired the man, the
strong man that he was, for having the courage to tackle the
Ministry and to take a different viewpoint from that which the

Minister for Finance at that period took of his responsibilities’.
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reretary of the Department of Justice, Mr. Peter Berry,
ienied refusing to give information for an audit by the

stroller and Auditor General, Mr. E. F. Suttle. He has |

the Committee of Public Accounts that Mr. Suttle had
asking, not for information, but for omnibus State files
h could contain information of a highly confidential
acter. He added that he had the full authority of his
ter in refusing access to the files.
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The clash came into the open
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Who-sees-what row in Civil Service

.LASH OVER SECRETI
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By A Special Correspandent

APR!L.WI»T S. Eliot, is the cruslest

month, but for senlor civil servants It is the
one in which the repart of Mr. E. F. Suttle, our
Comptroller and Auditor General, is made public.
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Gmnlhlbe\rnthdo;dlmwﬂlhe
Dail in controlling administrative expenditures and
o some extent the efficlency of senbor public officials
I-mmmmb Yiew of Ge sntended leave, sad

he ton  applie

.h -.. “ n
1-*. - . under
""""“"“‘ HANE hew ewArS st ot
m_ -‘“bm enier afficials e
A e Mu-m.-u

-ﬂlhol-n-l

EARLY MOTION *%0 10 “AeTotmT
™ THE PRIVILEGED
FOR DAIL IN INTERLOPER
BILES ROW | o
Accounts Committee may .-~ ="'
&1 ‘@ force the pace '

Irish Times Reporter
1o be taken on the Interim report

ol the of Accounts when the Dail reassembles
at the end of -‘.lﬁmmmn-m !
that

-.m

Michael Vieey

Dr. Whitaker hoped
Haug

woused Mr hey of

IAIUYAEIIIUB

Jrish Independent
IRELANDS NATIONAL NEWSPAPER

SECRET PAPERS

! wesses - ao s o



Public Accounts Committee:
a partnership going strong
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